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unless prepaid, and if replies are to be received at this 
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N.V.M.A., South Eastern Division 


A MEETING will be held at the White Hart Hotel, 
Margate, on Thursday, September 30th. Agenda : 
Routine business : Discussion on Mr. F. C. Gillard’s 
paper Report on Ryl. San. Inst. and N.V.A. meetings : 
nerease of Subscription : Revision of rules : Insurance 
fees ; and any other business. 
The President and ex-President invite members and 
ladies to stay to tea. Business 2 p.m. Tea 5.30 p.m. 


Hueu P. Hoapen, Hon. Sec. 
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LOGY, JOHANNESBURG (University of South Africa). 
The Council invites applications for the following 
appointment :— 


PROFESSORSHIP oF VETERINARY ANATOMY. 


Must have sound knowledge chief branches veterinary 
science, but specially qualified in veterinary anatomy. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Further inform- 
ation and forms of application from the Assistant 
Private Secretary (Appointments), Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, S.W. 1. 


ANTED small practice, preferably canine, in good 
W residential district. Good nucleus entertatned, 
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order. Price £300. Wardrop, Outwell, Wisbech. 


ANTED to go as assistant, recent graduate. State 
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London, 8.W. 3 
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T? Sell or Exchange. In a fashionable seaside town 
on south coast, a good class, lucrative horse and dog 
practice ; returns over £500 a year. A short partner- 
ship might be arranged. Address, 3092 V.R., 20 Fulham 
Road, London, 8.W. 3. 


FOR Dispcsal. Gennine old-established mixed 
country practice, immediate possession. Selling 
through death. Address, 3095 V.R., 20 Fulham Road, 
London, 8.W. 3 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 


Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin. 


THe TWENTY-FIRST SESSION will commence 
on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th, 1920. 


For Prospectus and all particulars of Course apply to 
Co. E. Harnes, Registrar. 
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operator and castrator (standing). Excellent references. 
Drive motor. Terms £7 7s., live out, £5 5s., live in ; 
ps Sept. 30th. Vet. c/o Caldwell. M.R.c.v.s., Spilsby, 
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FoR Sale. Genuine old-established mixed country 

practice. Energetic single man every prospect of 
increasing returns. Could be worked by motor or push- 
cycle. No opposition. Working expenses light. Thorough 
introduction given. Good reason for selling. Address, 
3084 V.R., 20 Fulham Road, London, S.W. 3. 


M£¢V. now disengaged, experienced town and 
country, is open for engagement as assistant. 
Address, 1093 V.R., 20 Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 3 


Mr. Scort, F.R.C.V.S., 
THE LABORATORY, 

Friarn Hovuss, Bringwater, 
undertakes the preparation of Autogenous Vaccines 
for the profession: Sterilized tubes for collecting 
material sent with instructions on application. 


Wo. CoLLINsoNn, M.R.C.V.S., 
SourH ANSsTON, SHEFFIELD, 
Is prepared to operate on, or supply solution, 
with ful) instructions to members of the 
rofession, for injection in Bog Spavin, 
horopin, Capped Hock, or other Bursal 
enlargements. Also for stifle lameness in 
young animals. 


Harry STANDLEY, M.RB.C.V.S., 

OrForpD Piace, Norwicu, 
is prepared to operate on Rig and Ruptured 
for members of the profession. 

Insurance effected before operation if desired 


Jas. BLAKEWAY, SENR. 
WoopstTock, Upper CoLWALL, 


GREAT MALVERN. 
who has now sold his practice, and has 
retired from ordinary veterinary work, 
Specialist in the Castration of Rig horses 
for over 30 years, still operates on special 
terms for members of the profession. 

Horses insured if desired. 


.  Chlorodyne 
Wr PAY MORE? A large quantity of Chloro- 
dyne, black and thick, at 4/6 per pound. 
H. J. Pratt, Wholesale Druggist, 
23 Grosvenor Road Banbury. 


The Glasgow Veterinary College 
(INCORPORATED). FounpDED 1862. 
Principal—S H F.R.C.v.s. 
THE 58th SESSION 
will commence on October 4, 1920 

COMPLETE COURSES OF INSTRUCTION 
are given for the Examinations of R.C.V.S., to 
qualify for M.R.C,V.S. 

The College Prospectus with particulars of the 
Preliminary Examinations, Professional Course, 
Bursaries and Prizes may be obtained from 

Duncan, LL.B., 
105 Vincent Street, Glasgow, 
Or from the Principal at the College. 


National Veterinary Benevolent 
and Mutual Defence Society 
LL Members of the R.C.V.S. are eligible for member- 
ship, and on payment of’an entrance fee of one 
guinea, and an annual subscription of half-a-guinea are 
entitled to all benefits. 
Copies of rules, and further information may be had 
from G. H. Locks, Hon. Sec. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford Road, Manchester 


ROYAL 
VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Camden Town, London, N.W. 1 
(Founded 1791.) 


Prof. Sir JOHN M’FADYEAN, M.B., .Sc., LL.D., M.R.C.V.S., 
Principal and Dean. 


SESSION 1920-1921. 


The Winter Session will commence on 
Monday, 4th October. 


Complete courses of instruction are given for 
the Diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and the B.Sc. Degree in Veterinary 
Science of the University of London. 


Full particulars of Prizes (including the ‘‘ Clement 
Stephenson Entrance Scholarship" of £80 per. 
annum), Fees, etc., are given in the College 
Calendar, copies of which may be had on appli- 


cation to 
THomas C. WIGHT, 


Secretary. 
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PAROPHYROXIA 


(HEWLETT’S) 

_ Since we introduced this invaluable medicine into Veterinary Therapeutics no 

preparation has commanded such attention in the treatment of Colic with impaction 
and tympanitis in horses. 

It possesses three distinctive therapeutic powers—+.e., Antiseptic, Purgative 
and Carminative—and is indicated in all cases of Colitis caused by undigested food 
or irritative affections of the alimentary canal, partly, no doubt, by removing acrid 
irritating secretions or foreign materials, neutralising gaseous fluids, depleting the 
congested bloodvessels and arresting the distended and tympanitic condition of the 
colon, rendering it the safest and most satisfactory purgative in these cases. It is 
peculiarly adapted for those cases of Colic so frequently met with in aged horses, 
who are generally described as ‘‘ Gross feeders.” : 

It is in these cases that Paréphyroxid has a very marked effect in reducing the 
spasm, arresting fermentation and subduing the drum-like condition of the colon. 

It should be well borne in mind that as the drug is purgative in its action no 
physic ball or other purgatives should be administered, but, if the practitioner 
deemed it necessary to follow up the treatment with another draught, some simple 
antispasmodic would not be contra-indicated. 

Price 4/6 per lb.; W.Qt. 4/3 Ib. 


Introduced and Manufactured only by 


C.J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD., 


Telephones { 1372 London Wall. 85 CHARLOTTE STREET,E.C. 2 .. Tendon 


5271 Central. 


Royal Veterinary College, London 


(Founded 1791.) 


Principal and Dean: Professor SIR JOHN M’FADYEAN, M.R&.C.Y.S., M.B., B.Sc. 


Membership Diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons : 


Complete Courses of Instruction are conducted in all the Subjects of the Examinations for this Diploma 
The facilities, etc., afforded for the Practical Training of Students are unrivalled. 


Bachelor of Science Degree, University of London. 


The Professors of Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy, Physiology, Hygiene, and Pathology, are Recognised 
Teachers of the University, and conduct in their respective subjects courses which qualify for the Science 
Degree (B.Sc.), which may be taken concurrently with the above Diploma. 


POST GRADUATE COURSES. 


These Courses in Veterinary Pathology and Bacteriology are conducted under the supervision of the 
Principal and are specially ~~ to the requirements of officers of the Army Veterinary Department, 
Colonial Veterinary Surgeons, Veterinary Inspectors under the Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts, and 
Candidates for the Fellowship Diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


The College Ualendar, containing full particulars, will be forwarded on application to 


The Secretary, 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W. 
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VoL. XXXIII. 


THE OnE PorTAtL. 


At the recent dinner of the National V.M.A. in 
Edinburgh, a distinguished surgeon remarked that 
‘the veterinary profession had solved the problem 
of the one portal system, and by doing so had se- 
cured a basal uniformity and equality of treatment 
for those entering the profession, which the medical 
profession did not possess.” This admirably sum- 
marises the advantages of the system which we 
prize so highly and so justly. Its concluding words 
hint an acknowledgement of the superiority of our 
system to that prevailing in the medical profession, 
and this is not surprising. Enlightened medical 
men fully recognise the value of the single portal, 
and only regret that the vested interests of their 
own numerous diploma-granting bodies have so far 
rendered it inaccessible to them. They often ad- 
mit this in private, and occasionally in public. 

When a large number of different diploma-grant- 
ing bodies can all license graduates to practise 
the same profession, the results cannot be ideal. 
Each diploma granting body is independent, and 
each can regulate the difficulty of obtaining its own 
diploma. All are competing with each other for 
students, and all know that one method of attract- 
ing students is to lessen the difficulties of examin- 
ations. Some may resist the temptation, but it 
never happens that ajl do. The inevitable results 
are lack of uniformity in the standard of the pro- 
fession, and, what is even worse, a lowering of its 
minimum standard. Those conditions are bad alike 
for the profession itself, and for the nation it exists 
to serve. 

The one portal system preserves us from all such 
disadvantages. Our Royal College examines the 
students of all schools, and prescribes and regulates 
a uniform standard of efficiency. very school in 
the kingdom has to live up to that standard—or 
expire. That system has been working for many 
years, and its results have been altogether beneficial 
to the profession. No benefit we might gain from 
association with Universities could compensate us 
for the loss of our single portal. And, as the 
broadest minds in the medical profession congratu- 
late us upon our model system, we should do well to 
guard it jealously. 


Large numbers of stock are grazed in national forest 
reserves in the United States each year. In 1920 per- 
mits have been issued for 2,373,638 cattle and horses, and 
8,554,282 sheep and goats. The cattle belong to 32,528 
different owners, and sheep to 6,624 proprietors. The 
annual agistment fee averages 120 cents (5s.) for cattle 
and 25 cents (1s. 04d.) for sheep. 


TETANUS IN THE Doa. 


Dupont records a case of a German sheep-dog 
puppy, three months old, which was brought to him 
on the morning of September 5th. At 4 o’clock 
that same morning the animal had seemed well, and 
nervous disturbances had appeared later. The dog 
ate with difficulty ; and his ears, which were norm- . 
ally held drooping, were now erect and drawn to- 
wards each other at the tips. The skin of the fore- 
head was wrinkled, giving the animal a quite special 
aspect of old age. Progression was embarrassed 
and staggering. The dog was uneasy and nervous, 
and hid himself under the furniture. The tempera- 
ture was just over 100° F. 

Tetanus was suspected; but the rarity of this 
disease in the dog, the absence of any present or past 
wound, and the fact that the membrana nictitans 
did not protrude over the eye, led to a reserved 
diagnosis being made. The dog was put under ob- 
servation till the next day. 

On September 6th, the symptoms were more clear. 
Trismus was complete, and prevented the dog from 
taking food unaided. The head was borne to the 
right, and the membrana nictitans covered half the 
eyeball. The tail was held high, and the great 
stiffness of the limbs rendered locomotion very 
difficult. If forced to walk, the dog fell on his nose, 
as extension of the fore limbs was almost impossible. 

The dog was put in a dark place, and chloral was 
administered rectally. Milk was given by a spoon, 
deglutition being accomplished comparatively well. 

On September 7th, the dog was on the ground in 
a condition of opisthotonos. The axis of the head 
formed a right angle with the direction of the verte- 
bral column, while the hind limbs were extended 
backwards. When lifted by the end of a hind limb 
the animal was stiff, and gave the impression of 
being in rigor mortis. A little milk could be swal- 
lowed. The clysters of chloral were now stopped, 
and 10 c.c. of anti-tetanic serum was injected sub- 
cutaneously. 

September 8th. There was no change, and 
another 10 c.c. of serum was injected. 

September 9th. Thedog, whose death was ex- 
pected daily, was in the same condition, Another 
10 c.c. of serum was injected. 

September 10th. The stiffness of the hind limbs 
seemed to lessen, and 5 c.c. of serum was injected. 

September llth. There was sensible improve- 
ment. The hind limbs could be slightly bent, the 
trismus relaxed, and the dog could put out his 
tongue. Another 5 c.c. of serum was injected. 
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September 12th. The dog was much better, turn- 
ing his head when approached, and wagging his tail 
when given milk. 

In the following days, the improvement became 
more and more accentuated. All treatment was 
discontinued after September 11th. The dog took 
milk and solid food unaided, and was soon able to 
stand upright. 

On September 25th, he could be considered cured. 

Dupont records the case partly because of the 
rarity of tetanus in the dog, and also because of the 
powerful curative action shown by the anti-tetanic 
serum. Itis true that the serum was given in 
massive doses, for the dog weighed four kilogrammes 
(about 8°8lb.) and received 10 c.c. of serum daily. 
Although Dupont recognises a certain curative 
activity of the serum in equine tetanus, he has never 
been able to regard it as having so powerful a 
curative action in horses as it showed in this dog. 
He suggests that it may be a question of dosage, 
and that analogous doses in the large animals, fol- 
lowing the proportion of their weight (which he 
considers difficult to realise), might have similar re- 
sults.—(La Semaine Vétérinaire). 


A Form or “ BLENNORRHG@A” IN GOATS, 


Otto Signori records his observations, made in 
1919, upon a form of blenhorrhaa of the genito- 
urinary apparatus in some goats in a military park 
in Cyrenaica. The park contained about 500 goats 
and 200 sheep acquired from the natives and des- 
tined for feeding the troops. Nearly all were 
males, the females scarcely numbering forty. The 
general nutritive conditions were fairly good. 

The first goats shown to Signori presented an 
abundant preputial discharge, with a swollen pre- 
puce and, in some cases, cedema which extended to 
the scrotum. In order to establish the number of 
affected animals Signori examined the whole flock, 
and found that nearly half the goats presented 
more or less marked lesions. Some only showed 
agglutination of the hairs around the preputial 
orifice. Others had abundant muco-purulent dis- 
charge. Some showed ulcerations; and three had 
phimosis, with commencing gangrene. These last 
showed very marked symptoms of strangury. 

The females also showed lesions, with the excep- 
tion of ten animals, six of which were in advanced 
pregnancy. The lesions varied from simple agglu- 
tination of the lips of the vulva to the presence of 
small nodules and ulcerations of the vaginal mu- 
cous membrane, which recalled the lesions of bovine 
granular vaginitis. The sheep showed no symptoms 
of disease. 

Signori inquired of local shepherds whether any 
similar disease had been seen in the district, and 
also —- visited some neighbouring flocks ; 
but these enquiries yielded negative results. He 
concludes that the infection arose in the park, and 
that a single infected female goat, in view oi the 
continual sexual excitement of the males, was suffi- 
cient to infect all the others in a few days. 

Microscopic examination only revealed, in the 
midst of numerous cocci, some diplococcal organ- 


isms which were better visible stained by the 
common aniline dies. These diplococcal forms, 
however, had no resemblance to the characteristic 
onococcus of Neisser. Their size differed little 
rom that of other cocci in the preparations, and 
their shape was slightly oval. Lack of the requisite 
stains and media prevented the adoption of either 
Gram’s staining method or cultural experiments. 

Sigrori details some observations upon the 
clinical course and transmissibility of the disease, 
the results of which may be briefly summarised. 
One severely affected male was isolated and ob- 
served for six days, during which the condition 
became aggravated. At the end of the period he 
was showing symptoms of strangury, and was then 
slaughtered for post-mortem examination. This 
revealed, in addition to lesions of urethritis, a puru- 
lent infiltration of the peri-urethral tissue, and even 
one testicle was involved in the process. 

Experiments = infectivity showed that the 
disease was easily transmitted either by sexual 
intercourse or by placing material from an infected 
male in the vulva of a healthy female. In either 
case, the first symptoms appeared in one or two 
days. 

Signori tried treatment by injections of tepid 
solutions of potassium permanganate upon some of 
his experimental animals, and obtained good re- 
sults. In those experimental animals which he 
left untreated for observation, the disease generally 
showed a natural tendency towards slow re- 
covery. Most of the cases appeared either to have 
recovered, or to be progressing towards recovery, 
at the end of a few weeks. 

Signori raises the question whether or not this 
outbreak was a gonococcal infection due to the true 
gonococcus of Neisser. Despite the results of the 
microscopical examination, which was made too 
superficially, he strongly suspects that the infection 
was due to Neisser’s gonococcus, from a human 
source, which had been able to affect the goats and 
attain a certain development. He points to the 
clinical similarity of the outbreak with human 
gonorrhoea as supporting that view, though, of 
course, he does not claim to have proved it.— 
(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


AN ARABIC FISH TAIL. 
By H. C. Wixk1e, F.z.s. 


Some three or four years ago, a solitary fisher- 
man trying his luck off the coast of Zanzibar, 
hauled up a brilliantly coloured striped fish such as 
he had never seen before, and he took it to the fish 
market, where for some time it failed to attract a 
buyer. 

At last an Indian, with an eye for colour, offered 
the equivalent of a penny for it, and he instantly 
found himself its owner. On examing the fish 
closely this Indian observed marks like writing on 
the tail, so he took it to an Arab scholar, who told 
him that there was an inscription in Arabic on 
each side of the tail, that on one side being “ The 
work of Allah,” and on the other “ Allah alone.” 
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The matter now became important, and the fish 
was taken to the Sultan of Zanzibar who pro- 
nounced the words to be quite legible, and the 
Arabic characters good, and who ordered the trea- 
sure to be handed over to the Government labora- 
tory, and treated with a preservative. After this 
was done, the wonderful fish was exhibited to the 
public and many offers to buy it were made. An 
offer of 3,000 rupees was rapidly capped by another 
of 5,000, but all were refused by the Government. 
Many people saw in this strange tail, a prophetic 
message, and speculations as to what it might be 
varied from the end of the war to the end of the 
world, including most other matters of public in- 
terest. Eventually, as no satisfactory explanation 
could be discovered, the fish found its way to the 
Natural History Museum at Kensington, where 
under the calm inspection of zoological experts, the 
mystery collapsed. The fish was an immature 
specimen of a genus called Holocanthus (from a 
strong thorny spine on the gill covers), a tribe 
famous for strange colours and markings, and one 
inhabiting most tropical seas. The broken lines, 
-curves, and dots which formed the beautiful Arabic 
characters, would have resolved themselves into the 
fully developed striped markings of the adult, had 
the fish been allowed to live a little longer. 


CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS, 


THE NEED FOR UNIFORMITY IN MEAT INSPECTION. 
By J. A. Dixon, M.R.c.v.s., Veterinary Inspector, Leeds, 


(Member R.8.L.). 

Although the official title of this Jer mentions 
“Food Inspection,” there is but little difficulty in the 
judgment and disposal of articles of food other than 
meat, and the demand for uniformity is undoubtedly 
concerned almost entirely with the inspection of animal 
carcases. The desirability of uniformity in Meat In- 
spection—-that 1s | in the consideration of 

ose unsound conditions which justify either the total 

rtial seizure of carcases—is, I think, so obvious as 
& undisputed ; whilst the need for such uniformity 
is equally obvious to all who have any practical know- 
ledge of the subject. The uninformed may imagine that 
butchers would deem it to their greater advantage for 
the practice of meat inspection to remain in its present 
chaotic state, but at a meeting of the National Federa- 
tion of Meat Traders’ held at Bradford in April last, it 
was decided to bring to the notice of the Ministry of 
Health, amongst other things, “ Uniformity of Inspec- 
tion and Seizure.” 

In order to emphasise the need for uniformity,’ it 
would be at least useful to review briefly the circum- 
stances under which meat inspection is practised in this 
country. The legislation, for instance, which controls 
the action of local authorities in this respect is not 
entirely uniform, and for provincial England must be 
considered behind the times. The Public Health Act, 
1875, as amended by the Public Health Acts (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1890, makes provision for certain officers to 
have access to slaughter-houses, and provides further 
that such officers may inspect animals in those places 
alive or dead, and if such animals or parts of animals 
appear to be unsound and unfit for the food of man they 
may be seized and brought to the notice of a Justice of 
the Peace, who may order their proper dis The 
same Act provides for the registration and licensing of 
slaughter-houses, and by imposing penalties on certain 
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individuals concerned with unsound food, completes 
the legislative outfit of the inspector. It would appear 
that the legislators of that day were of opinion that not 
many of the total animals slaughtered for food pro- 
vided unsound meat, and that such as were unsound 
could be immediately detected, even by the non-expert, 
and properly disposed of by occasional or surprise visits 
to slaughter-houses, or what may be called “ the detec- 
tive system.” No doubt at that time scientific opinion 
had not discovered or announced many unsound condi- 
tions of animals which have since been found to bea 
danger to public health, but the knowledge of the 
present day demands that all meat should be inspected, 
and only sound and good meat allowed to reach the 
consumer. 

It is not suggested that the meat trade, speaking 
generally, desire to distribute unsound meat, and it is 
readily admitted by those with most experience that the 
meat trade are really anxious to safeguard the public in 
this respect, but unfortunately the knowledge of animal 
diseases and their lesions possessed by the ordinary 
slaughterman or master butcher cannot be considered a 
sufficient protection for the public against unsound mea 
and whilst credit is given to the meat trade for 
intentions, it is necessary for the meat to be examined 
by some person possessing a better knowledge of un- 
sound conditions. The County of London enjoys greater 
powers, and Scotland still greater ; for instance, in both 
those places all slaughter-houses must be licensed, and 
provision is made for objection to be laid to the renewal 
of slaughter-house licenses under suitable circumstances. 
The punishments for infringements of the Act are also 
more ample in London and in Scotland ; for instance, 
whilst any person sending unsound meat into London or 
a place in Scotland is liable to a penalty, no such pro- 
vision exists with respect to provincial England, and an 
unscrupulous person may send unsound meat for sale in 
any provincial town or city practically with complete 
immunity from any legal punishment. 

To those of us who have given this matter considera- 
tion, it appears incomprehensible why the citizens of 
Manchester, of Liverpool, or the burgesses of any 
county wos should not enjoy the same protection as 
the citizens of London. In Scotland provision is made 
also for the adequate inspection of animals slaughtered 
in emergency and the certification of the carcase as fit 
for food. This provision is not only a measure of pro- 
tection for the public, but must be of advantage to the 
owners of animals, and I am informed by those con- 
cerned in meat inspection in Scotland that this system 
is working admirably and is of the greatest benefit ; but 
considering that Scotland has*enjoyed these benefits for 
twenty-three years and London for twenty-nine years, 
is it not time that some improvement was made in the 
law with respect to meat inspection in provincial Eng- 
land? There is alsoa want of uniformity in the manner 
in which meat inspection is treated by local authorities. 
In some places the Markets Committee assumes the 
responsibility, but considering that the Markets Com- 
mittee as such is principally concerned with the pro- 
vision and regulation of markets on a strictly com- 
mercial basis, it seems to me to be indisputable that 
meat inspection should be dealt with by the committee 
concerned with public health. 

Consider next the personnel of meat inspection, and 
the exact scientific knowledge which is daily required by 
the meat inspector. In dealing with animal carcases he 
depends entirely upon his ability to recognise even the 
slightest deviation from perfect health, and on his know- 
ledge of the cause and nature of such changes which will 
pore, <h him to form a reliable opinion as to whether such 
meat is gee | to povtnes discomfort or disease in the 
consumer. The officers legally empowered to act are the 
Medical Officer of Health and the Inspector of Nuisances 
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in London and Scotland called the Sanitary Inspector, 
whilst in Scotland the veterinary surgeon is added to the 
authorised officers. In this country meat inspection is 
regarded as one of the activities of the Public Health 
ate pt ce and most of us will think rightly so; as 
such, the subject must come within the duties of the 
Medical Officer of Health, and that officer must be re- 
garded as the administrative and responsible head for 
meat inspection as of other Public Health services. But 
does his academical training and general experience en- 
tirely fit the average Medical Officer of Health for the 
executive duties of the meat inspector? Consider how 
many other things the Medical Officer of Health has to 
supervise, and get a true perspective of meat inspection 
as only one of many of the subjects with which the 
Medical Officer of Health is concerned. The Inspector 
of Nuisances of aoe is an educated and highly trained 
officer, but years ago e used to be the general factotum 
for the Medical Officer of Health, seeing in general that 
all the instructions of his chief were duly carried out. 
Nowadays the Public Health Service has so developed 
and become diversified that in any populous centre no 
one man could be expected to be an expert in all the 
branches of activity of his department. There are un- 
doubtedly many sanitary inspectors who have taken a 

at interest in meat inspection and have done excel- 
ent work in that respect, but on the other hand it is 
easy to find even County Boroughs where the sanitary 
inspector is overburdened with work on other subjects, 
and where meat inspection is in fact not attempted, and 
it is largely due to such discrepancies as this that the 
demand for uniformity has arisen. It is only in com- 
paratively recent times that it has been recognised that 
some training was necessary for the inspector of 
nuisances to fit him for the duties ofmeat inspector, and 
the ae Sanitary Institute are entitled to the grati- 
tude of the community for coming fcrward with a scheme 
for the training and examination‘of meat inspectors. 
Large numbers of men have been examined after having 
received a satisfactory amount oftraining, and have been 
certified as possessing some of the knowledge required 
in meat inspection, and with subsequent experience large 
numbers of such men have become efficient and reliable 
inspectors ; but I think it will be admitted that the 
standard of scientific knowledge required of such candi- 
dates is not sufficient for all the duties of an officer in 
such a responsible position. In this connection it has 
been suggested that practical butchers are the most 
suitable men to train for meat inspectors, but whilst I 
—_ that a knowledge of animals and slaughtering and 
of cutting up carcases is an advantage to the trainee, it 
should be remembered that such men must be diverted 
from butchering to meat inspection in a life, whilst 
their minds are receptive to new ideas, and before they 
have become irretrievably convinced that what cdn be 
made to appear good is good. 

The question then arises “ who should be the responsi- 
ble executive meat inspector ?” and without hesitation I 
claim that the modern veterinary surgeon, by his 
academical training in the diseases of animals, is best 
equipped for meat inspection ; but I would add that 
the veterinary graduate still requires some considerable 
— experience in the application of his scientific 

nowledge to the practice of meat inspection. It may be 
objected that food inspection concerns other things than 
animal carcases, as rabbits, poultry, fish, etc., but the 
veterinary surgeon’s scientific knowledge of disease pro- 
cesses and parasitology is still of advantage in dealing 
with such subjects, whilst his appreciation and know- 
ledge of decay or decomposition is at least as good as the 

yman’s. 

At the meeting of the Federation of Meat Traders 
already mentioned, this point received attention, and 


that body recommended that only veterinary surgeons 
having passed the meat inspector’s examination shall be 
qualified as meat inspectors, and that the veterinary 
colleges should be requested to afford facilities for train- 
ing. Probably when making this recommendation the 
meat traders were unaware of the provision already made 
for the further training and examination of qualified 
veterinary surgeons who wish to specialise in meat in- 
spection and other public health subjects, but the 
Diploma of Veterinary State Medicine granted by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should be the hall 
mark of efficiency of the veterinary surgeon in those 
public health matters with which he is concerned, pro- 
vided that the practical training laid down in the regu- 
lations for that examination is insisted upon, and is 
carried out under proper supervision. 

After all these criticisms of existing conditions, a little 
in the way of suggestion for improvement may be de- 
manded, and after considerable experience and thought 
I venture to suggest an idea of a scheme for your con- 
sideration. Commencing with the local authorities 
where the actual work is done, every County Borough 
should have as its chief Executive Meat Inspector a 
qualified veterinary inspector. No question should 
arise as to his place in the Public Health administration, 
namely “chief and responsible inspector of meat and 
other foods, and subject to the administrative control of 
the Medical Officer of Health.” Larger places will re- 
quire more than one, but such men should under no 
circumstances be engaged in private practice, but place 
their whole time and professional knowledge at the 
disposal of the Local Authority. It may be urged that 
a small County Borough could not find sufficient work 
to employ a whole-time veterinary surgeon, but even 
the smallest has other work for a veterinary surgeon—in 
connection with the horses, under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts and the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
Orders, and if in the more rural parts the individual 
County Boroughs are still unable to occupy the whole- 
time of a veterinary surgeon, would it not be possible 
for two or more such authorities to combine for the em- 
om yoy of a whole-time inspector, as is done in Scot- 
and in the provision of public slaughter-houses and 
“ clearing houses ” for meat. 

It is only by daily practice that the meat inspector 
acquires and retains his efficiency, and the private prac- 
titioner cannot be expected to assume at a minute’s 
notice the intimate practical knowledge and sound judg- 
ment demanded of the meat inspector. The veterinary 
inspector will need for assistants duly qualified lay meat 
inspectors whose duties it should be to refer to the vet- 
erinary inspector all unsound animals or meat for judg- 
ment. The number of such men required will vary not 
only with the population of the town but with the num- 
ber of registered and licensed slaughter-houses existing. 

In County Council areas acreage makes a difference, 
but every Rural district and Urban district should have 
a sufficient number of certified meat inspectors, whilst 
the County Council should maintain at least one whole- 
time veterinary inspector to organise the meat inspection 
in their administrative area, and to whom the ne in- 
spectors should refer for advice and instruction. 

It would per that in the not distant future all 
county councils will find it necessary to appoint at least 
one whole-time veterinary inspector, but I suggest that 
even at the present day the county councils need the 
services of such men. They are charged with duties 
under the diseases of Animals Acts, Dairies, Cowsheds 
and Milkshops Orders, and are often concerned with the 
inspection of dairy cows under the Model Milk Clauses 
embodied in special Acts of Parliament operated by lar 
towns, and I consider they will be rendering a valuable 
service to the community if they develop a more inti- 
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mate concern with meat inspection, and assist the local 
authorities in their areas by providing expert advice and, 
if necessary, instruction. 

The co-ordination of meat inspection throughout the 
country should be carried out by the Ministry of Health, 
the food section of which should contain a veterinary 
expert who has had considerable practical experience of 
meat inspection in the field. This would all tend to- 
wards that uniformity so necessary for the public and 
the meat traders alike, and in many places would stimu- 
late local authorities to interest and action in meat 
inspection where at present none exists. The Ministry 
of Health through its medical advisors should instruct 
the meat inspection service from time to time as to those 
conditions of animal carcases, etc., which should justify 
total or partial condemnation. 

It has appeared to me strange that the British, pro- 
bably the greatest flesh eaters of all civilised nations, 
should show such apathy towards the condition and 
quality of the meat they consume. A few large towns 
have taken a serious view of their responsibility in this 
respect, but meat inspection is practised to day in too 
many large towns by ex-butchers with no proper train- 
ing, and other equally unfit persons ; whilst in many 
other towns, urban districts and rural districts meat 
inspection is not practised at all, and in my opinion im- 
provement can only be effected by greater interest on 
the part of all concerned—the weet the loca] authori- 
ties, and the Ministry of Health, whilst their efforts 
should be rendered more fruitful by improvement in the 
law respecting food inspection. 


Tue EQuIPMENT AND CONTROL OF 
Pusitic ABATTOIRS. * 


DIscussIon. 


Mr. BuRNDRED said that he would like to express his 
indebtedness to Mr. Trotter for his paper. He (Mr. 
Trotter) was fortunate inasmuch as Scotland is certainly 
very much in advance of England. 

en in some large cities there are many insanitary 
private slaughter-houses, and the municipal premises a 
disgrace. We are only on the threshold of the proper 
control of the meat supply of England, and, because of 
this, we have a unique gagged of having the best 
equipment. He agreed with Mr. Trotter that the open 
hall was preferable to the booth system, and emphasised 
the necessity of closing private premises and ensuring 
that the Abattoir should be self supporting. He deplored 
the fact that we had not progressed with regard to 
methods of slaughter. 

He supported Mr. Trotter with fn nate to the provision 
of a special slaughterhouse for the slaughter of diseased 
or suspected animals ; an inspection room ; salvage plant, 
and particulariy a laboratory for the veterinary superin- 
tendent. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said that he was of opinion that the 
time had arrived for the general institution of public 
abattoirs and that their use should be compulsory, and 
that the chief executive meat inspector should be a 
qualified veterinary surgeon. He considered that the 
central hall system was far preferable to the small 
chamber system of abattoirs, as it enormously facilitated 
inspection at the time of slaughter ; but the former was 
usually preferred by butchers since it affords more pri- 
vacy. No abattoir could be rendered complete without 
a laboratory, since so much depended from time to time 
on microscopic examination. All abattoirs should be 
self supporting, and in most cases they should be a source 
of income from the various salvage processes. With re- 


* Presented at the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors, 
at Birmingham, July 21st, by Mr. A. M. Trotter (see p. 73). 


ap to humane methods of slaughter, he would certain- 
y agree with the abolition of the pole-axe as soon as any 
satisfactory substitute could be devised. The great 
difficulty was to combine safety and efliciency with 
humane methods. The so-called humane killers with 
which he was acquainted relied either upon a bullet ora 
captive bolt. The bullet not infrequently d out 
from the back of the head and was then a serious source 
of danger to any person who happened to be standing or 
passing by, while the captive on the other hand was 
quite safe but often ineffective for both cattle and large 
pige, such as boars. > 

r. Deputy Key, Corporation of London, said the one 
aim for sanitary legislation and the local authority 
having charge of sanitary laws, must be the greatest good 
for the public health, yet unless the conditions of each 
locality are separately considered and provided for, the 
desired aim will not he achieved. Rural districts differ 
from Urban both in their requirements and the means to 
best to carry out the law. What was possible, even easy, 
in large towns was not practical in village areas. Every- 
where the people should be protected against food unfit 
for consumption, therefore, everywhere there should be 
an ante-mortem as well as post-mortem examination. 
This was easy of attainment where a public abattoir was 
provided by the Local Authority, and all local authori- 
ties should be compelled to provide such accommodation 
where their authority was over a town having a popula- 
tion of 20,000 or more. It was not practical to establish 
public slaughter-houses in villages, nor to compel a 
village butcher to slaughter his animals at town abat- 
toirs ; this might easily mean that a butcher would have 
to take a bullock from a field adjacent to his shop and 
slaughter-house, walk the animal anything from three to 
seven miles, and after killing bring back the carcase in 
an open cart with only a sheet to keep off the effects of 
the sun or unsuitable weather. This would not be sani- 
tation but absurdity. 

Every village bbtcher should be compelled to give the 
Sanitary Officer due notice when he was proposing to 
kill. In most villages, butchers kill only twice a week, 
and the officer could arrange to be present. 

Equality of inspection was a matter of great import- 
ance. At present each M.O. set up his own standard, 
with the result that meat passed as found in one district 
was, upon entering another district, liable to be seized, 
and the innocent holder in danger of being hauled before 
a magistrate, fined or imprisoned and his business ruined. 
If uniformity of inspection was effected—and there 
seems no good reason why it could not be—the public 
interest would be better safeguarded. Further, reason- 
able compensation should be _— for goods taken in 
the public interest, providing of course that the possessor 
was void of evil intention. At present a farmer could 
sell an ox to a butcher, and if the animal on being killed 
was found to be diseased, the butcher on whose premises 
the meat is found is liable to lose the carcase and 
oe, even be fined. Justice requires that this shall be 
altered. 

Mr. Key agreed that another important matter that 
required amendment was the status of the Sanitary In- 
spectors. The principal officer in charge of food inspec- 
tion should be a fully qualified veterinary surgeon who 
must have practical as well academic qualifications. The 
M.O. would remain in charge of the department, but the 
food sub-department should be under the charge of a 
veterinary surgeon who should have duly qualified assis- 
tants under him, all of whom should be in a position to 
give a certificate as to the facts of condition of the food 
seized. No officer, however, should be allowed to give 
such a certificate until he had had a period of practical 
experience. 
ut no reform would be of much use until the Law 
was so framed that an innocent man was not heavily 
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fined for obeying it. A man should not be placed in the 
osition of having to choose between losing a body of 
f worth, probably, £35 or £40, or Keeping his mouth 
shut to the ible danger to public th. Where 
meat is seized for the public , the innocent should 
‘receive fair compensation, as the farmer or other owner 
of the live animal does at present. 

Dr. Ropertson, Medical Officer of Health, said there 
were several ancillary trades connected with the slaugh- 
tering of animals, which had been in the past more or 
less of a nuisance when conducted in or in close pes 
imity to public abattoirs grad scraping was probabl 
the most offensive of ail tr es, yet it was one whic 
required to be carried on under good hygienic condi- 
tions, because the substance dealt with—gut skins, was 
chiefly used for human food. Similarly, the destruction 
of condemned meat usually gave rise to intolerable nui- 
sance. To a lesser degree tripe boiling and dressing was 
offensive. 

From his experience he was convinced that the onl 
way to conduct such trades in a crowded neighbourhood, 
or in proximity to slaughterhouses was to carry on the 
process in a hermetically sealed room. It was possible 
to have in such a room inlet ventilation at one end with 
an extraction fan at the oppositeend. Theair extracted 
should be blown under the furnace—either a boiler fur- 
nace or a destructor furnace of some kind. In dealing 
with condemned meat and fish it was possible to carry 
on the whole process without the slightest trace of odour 
in the neighbourhood of the works, provided the appara 
tus was properly used. In the case of a large works it 
was possible to keep a cart entrance 0 
the inlet ventilator, and thus admit the raw materials 
and the exit of the finished product without any nuisance 
being noticed, because air was always passing in. The 
same principle could be applied to many other varieties 
of offensive trades. The furnace of an ordinary Lanca- 
shire boiler has been found to be quite effective as a 
means of destroying the fumes. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
MIDLAND Division. 


The quarterly meeting was held at Holliday Street 
Wharf, Birmingham, on August 25th, when the chair 
was taken by the President, Mr. R. H. H. Over, of Rug- 
by. There were also present Messrs. R. Trigger, New- 
castle-under-Lyme ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; H. 8 
Reynolds, Daventry ; J. Cormack, Coventry; W. H. 
Brooke, Handsworth; R. Cockburn, Eastwood; J. 
Malcolm, Birmingham ; B. De Vine, birmingham 
H. Hobson, Leicester ; J. Young, Birmingham ; W. E. 
Ison, Atherstone; H.W. Dawes, West Bromwich ; L. 
W. Heelis, Solihull ; W.White, Birmingham ; T. Slipper, 
Sutton Coldfield ; 8. M. Woodward, Birmingham; H. 
Tudor Hughes, Oswestry ; J. W. Conchie, Kiddermin- 
ster; M. ler, Burton-on-Trent ; H. Yeomans, Smeth- 
wick ; R. L. Green, Dudley ; C. J. Clifford,'Shifnal ; W. 
E. Blackwell, Towcester ; A. B. Forsyth, Cannock : 
Forwell, Towcester ; P. M. Evershed, Nottingham ; F. 
B. O. Taylor, Redditch ; J. M. Whyte, Tenbury ; J. RB. 
A. Jones, Gloucester ; J. Robertson, Stourbridge ; and 
the Hon. Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich. 

The visitors present included Prof. E. Brayley Rey- 
nolds, Prof. on Principal Bradley (President of 
the R.C.V.S.), Capt. Rees Mogg (1st Life Guards, Wind- 
sor), Dr. Mac Balmacorra, N.B.; Messrs. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Manchester ; G. F. Banham, Stratford-on- 
Avon ; O. 8S. Broadhurst, Stevenage ; F. Crowhurst, 
Maidstone; W. H. Brown, London; W. E. Jelbart, 
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oe ing Norton ; Forsyth, jnr., Cannock ; and N. Gold 
Redditch. 


Apologies for absence were announced from Messrs. J. 
J. Burchnall, F. Douthwaite, A. W. Findlay, T. Cham- 
bers, T. Martin R. J. R. Carless, T. Thomson, 
R. Palmer, P. Lindsay, W. T. Dale, T. J. Brain, T. Lud- 
low, A. Over, Gascoigne, W. Trigger, and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. 

Nominations and elections. Mr. G BANHAM, 
Stratford-on-Avon, and Mr. F. Doutruwrrrs, Coleshill, 


-| were nominated by Mr. L. W. Heeliis; Capt. H. 8. 


ceneeens Eastwood, was nominated by Mr. R. Cock- 
urn. 
Mr. W. E. BLAcKWELL, Towcester, nominated at the 
os meeting, was now elected on the motion of the 
on. Sec., seconded by the President. 


Royat SaniTary INsTITUTE CONGRESS. 


Messrs. Brooke and Ison. delegated by the Association 
to attend the recent Congress in Birmingham of the Royal 
Sanitary Congress, submitted a brief report. Mr. Brooke 
said this was the third time he had acted in the same 
2. aye and he was more and more impressed with the 
value accruing to the profession by being represented at 
such gatherings. The veterinary section commanded 
large attendances, and the papers invariably provoked an 
interesting and helpful discussion. The chief questions 
raised were Abattoir construction, Uniformity in food in- 
spection, and the Means of combating foot-and-mouth 

isease. Among those who contributed papers were 
Col. Brittlebank, Mr. A. M. Trotter, and Mr. D. A. F. 
abot 


n all day long as | Cabo 


Mr. Ison referred specially toa paper by Dr. Savage 
on the subject of diseases communicable from animals to 
men in which many —— fallacies were exposed. Dr. 
Savage was able to declare, for instance, as the result of 
his own experiments, that cats could not catch diph- 
theria, and so could not possibly communicate that dis- 
ease to mankind. 

The PREsIDENT moved a vote of thanks to the two 
delegates for their services, and said he attended the 
Congress himself, when he was pleased to see how many 
veterinary surgeons were present. 

Mr. Goocs, in seconding, said Dr. Savage appealed at 
the Congress for closer co-operation between the medical 
officer and the veterinary surgeon. Dr. Savage suggested 
that the Royal Sanitary Institute should arrange for a 
joint session of the two professions, when a subject help- 
ful to both might be discussed. He (Mr. Gooch) rose 
and proposed that representations should be made to the 
Institute whereby that might be brought about. That 
d to, and he considered it a step in the right 
direction. (Hear, hear). 

The vote of thanks was heartily accorded. 

Next Quarterly meeting. The ceport of the Council 
contained the recommendation that the next quarterly 
meeting of the Association be held at Leicester, and that 
the Hon. Sec. be instructed to arrange for a paper, pre- 
ferably on Serum Therapy, or in the alternative, some 
interesting cases by members. 

The report was adopted, on the motion of Mr. Forwell, 
seconded by Mr. Hobson, and the reccmmendations con- 
tained therein were accepted. 

Veterinary Surgeons’ Motor Cars. Mr. Concnie 
asked what was being done in the matter of veterinary 
surgeons being allowed a rebate on their motor car 
licenses, when increased charges began next year. 

Mr. TRIGGER said the Council of the R.C.V.S. were 
alive to it, but he was afraid their efforts to get a rebate 
would not succeed. 

Mr. Conchie moved that the Hon. Sec. be instructed 
to write to the R.C.V.S. urging them on to increased 
effort. This was seconded in several places and carried 
unanimously. 
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THE TREATMENT OF QUITTOR. 


The members then adjourned to the yard, where 
Prof. Brayley Reynolds gave a practical demonstration 
of an operation for quittor, the patient being a grey 
gelding which had been doing van work in the town. 

Subsequently, the meeting was continued and Prof. 
Reynolds made a few remarks on the subject. He said 
he noticed in the agenda that he was down to read 
a paper on quittor, but he did not propose to do that. 
He thought it would be better if he mentioned two or 
three points which would form a basis for a short dis- 
cussion. First of all, he referred to the definition of 
quittor. The term quittor meant one thing for some 
people and another thing to others. Some people con- 
fined the term to cases where there was necrosis of the 
lateral cartilage. Others used the word to describe al- 
most any wound in the region of the coronet. His own 
view was that the term should be reserved for those 
cases in which there was necrosis of the cartilage. The 
French method was preferable. Cases were classified 
under two headings : Le javart cutane and Le javart car- 
tilagineux. The word sinus usually conveys the im- 
pression that the lesion to which it refers is of a chronic 
nature. If the lesion in the region of the coronet was 
known to be, or appeared to be, of such a chronic nature 
that one could correctly describe it as a sinus, he 
thought necrosis of the lateral cartilage would almost 
invariably be found to exist. This was his experience 
in France where they had to deal with cases of every 
conceivable kind and duration. Another point that 
might be considered was the cause. Any wound of the 
tissues in the region of the heel either on the coronet or 
through the wall or through the sole might be the start- 
ing point. He thought that infection extended from 
such wounds along the branches of the venous plexuses 
to the cartilage which then became necrotic, and that it 
was this extension of infection along the vessels that 
generally caused the relapses following partial excision 
of the cartilage. The next point, and the chief one, to 
be considered was the treatment. With regard to this 
there was sure to be much difference of opinion. Some 
hold that the knife should be used immediately and the 
whole of the cartilage removed. Others advocate the 
injection of various caustics. Present day opinion 
seemed inclined to favour the use of caustics. The chief 
arguments in favour of this method being the time 
saved and less deformity of the hoof. These two argu- 
ments did not appeal very strongly to him. For, 
although on any one case that happened to respond to 
treatment with caustic a little time might be saved, he 
thought that if one were to compare the sum total of 
time taken to cure a number of cases by adopting this 
method, including those cases which recurred and those 
that afterwards had to be operated upon, with the sum 
total of time taken to cure an equal number of cases 
on which the knife was employed at the onset, very 
little if any saving of time would be shown ; and 
especially since by adopting the new methods of wound 
treatment, the after treatment of cases operated upon 
was considerably shortened. He saw no objection to 
employing caustic at the onset of the lesion, but if the 
case did not appear to be making favourable progress in 
two;weeks time, or at the most three weeks, then the 
sooner the knife was used the better. By adopting 
some of th2 methods of operating now in favour the 
hoof was not interfered with, so subsequently;deformity 
would not result ; and even following those methods in 
which the hoof was interfered with little or no permanent 
deformity occurred if the operation was carefully per- 
formed. Prof. Reynolds proceeded briefly to describe 
the points to be aucead in performing the operation 
as he had done it that day—the classic operation, and 
Perrier’s operation, and also explained the value of 


certain special knives he had used. He pointed out 
that this particular case demonstrated clearly the acute 
lameness that was invariably present wien the anterior 

art of the cartilage was necrosed in the region of the 
ateral ligament, the joint capsule, and the basilar 
process of the pedal bone. 

Mr. Brooke said the horse operated upon that day 
was originally in his care. The trouble began with a 
suppurating corn. He — on the strength of what 
he had read in the periodicals and he had to thank Prof. 
Reynolds for clearing up many little doubts. He did 
not possess such good instruments as Prof. Reynolds, and 
that was a difficulty under which many private practi- 
tioners laboured. They got comparatively few cases, 
but so far as he (Mr. Brooke) was concerned, although 
the operation was performed in a much rougher way he 
usually effected a cure. 

Mr. De Vine said he witnessed the operation with 
very great pleasure and he was struck by the masterly 
manner in which Prof. Reynolds performed it. It was an 
object lesson to everyone present. 

The Hon. Sgc. said he wished to thank Prof. Reynolds 
for coming down and for giving them such an admirable 
demonstration. He would watch the result with very 
great interest, and for a special reason. The horse was 
the property of Messrs. Bowater and Co., who gave it to 
the Association, but it remained to be seen whether the 
Association would accept the gift with its attendant 
liabilities. If the Association did not care for the finan- 
cial responsibility Mr. Brooke, Mr. Malcolm and him- 
self had. agreed to take the animal over and pay the 
wes or pool the profits, as the case might be, between 
them. 

Mr. Goocu asked whether the special knives used by 
Prof. Reynolds were on the market. 

Mr. SADLER said that with regard to the caustic treat- 
ment, he had found it very successful. The main thing 
was to cast the patient, It wasa mistake to give an in- 
jection with caustic dressing while the animal was in a 
standing position. The caustic did not get to the root 
of the mischief. If the trouble was taken early enough, 
he thought the caustic treatment the best, but otherwise 
the knife might be found to be necessary. 

Mr. GREEN said he would like to know whether, after 
the sinuses had been curetted, it was necessary to cast 
the horse every day to syringe? Could the syringing be 
done with the horse standing? He found it very dif 
cult to dress an animal standing. 

Mr. Huaues said he was interested in the chloroform 
muzzle used by Prof. Reynolds. It was a new type and 
was on the gas-bag principle. With regard to the treat- 
ment of quittor with caustics, he thought it rather im- 
portant to get the sinuses straighteriéd out so as to get 
the caustic right to the bottom. It was not a bad plan 
to bandage in a lead probe for a day or two. There was 
an old treatment for quittor by injecting a strong per- 
chloride solution and then putting on a lime poultice, 
but he did not like it. He had used a caustic in, which 
resin was incorporated with perchloride and butter of 
antimony. In any case, it was important to get the 
a’ right to the bottom if they were to do any good 
atall. 

Prof. REYNOLDS, in reply, said he was grateful for the 
thanks expressed by the different speakers. It was al-_ 
ways a pleasure to him to visit the Midlands, and 
especially to do anything he could for this association, 
of which his father used to be a member. He saw no 
reason why the animal operated upon should not get 
better, and therefore, if the association did not want to 
take any risk, he would like to join Messrs. Brooke, 
Malcolm and Dawes in the deal. (Laughter). With 
regard to the caustic treatment, if it succeeded it was 
only because it was done thoroughly. He should cer- 
tainly cast for the first dressing, so that the foot could 
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be thoroughly examined and the sinuses curetted. It 
might be desirable to cast again. If it was taken early 
enough, the caustic treatment was more likely to be suc- 
cessful. With regard to special knives, he believed they 
could be bought, but if not, he would be glad to assist 
any practitioner to obtain them. 

A vote of thanks to Prof. Reynolds was carried on the 
motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Trigger. 

After which, it was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Gooch, 
seconded by Mr. Conchie, that the association accept 
liability for the horse, in case it did not recover. If it 
recovered and was sold, it was understood that the 
profits should go to the funds of the association. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Malcolm and Mr. Brooke for 
provtiins the horse for the operation, and to Messrs. 

alcolm and DeVine for obtaining permission to hold 
the meeting at Holliday Street, was proposed by the 
Hon. Ses., seconded by Mr. Gooch and carried. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Broapnurst produced a specimen of deferred 
fracture of the humerus. There was no history of lame- 
ness, he said, and the animal, working up to the last 
moment, suddenly collapsed. There was clear evidence 
that the fracture was an old one. 

Mr. SuipPer produced a remarkable specimen of cer- 
vicle bones in a mare which suffered from tuberculosis. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the company ad- 
journed to the Grand Hotel for tea. 


H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.v.8., Hon. Sec. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND SHEEP SCAB. 


To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 


Sir,—In your issue of the 18th inst., appears an article 
entitled the “ Ministry of rs er ae and Sheep Scab,” 
in which the writer justifiably brings to the notice of the 
profession a palpable blunder on the part of the Ministry 
of Agriculture in dealing with contagious and infectious 
diseases, 

I was lately informed by a whole-time inspector that 
although the renee has been purged of a considerable 
number of its junior lay inspectors, there are still several 
senior ones who, possibly because of long connection 
with the Government service, are fixtures in their re- 
spectifie posts. For the last quarter of a century the 
veterinary branch of the Ministry of Agriculture has ap- 
parently been a haven of —_ or the sons of penniless 
noblemen, unable to earn livelihood in competition with 
the average human being, ex-army and ex-naval officers, 
etc., who possessed no qualifications whatsoever for the 
posts that were allotted tothem. They are employed by 
the Ministry to deal with cases of foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease and swine fever, after veterinary surgeons have 
certified the existence of these diseases, to supervise 
dippings of sheep in general, to dog the footsteps of our 
professional brothers, with results which react adversely 
upon our profession. 

The veterinarian is striving to educate the public as to 
the nature and causes of various contagious diseases, 
whilst simultaneously the Ministry employs a staff of 
men who are never tired of contradicting veterinary 
opinion by uttering statesments such as that recorded in 
last week’s Record—statements which are as absurd as 
they are dangerous. These are readily absorbed by the 
more or less ignorant stock owner, and having obtained 
views antagonistic to the scientific views of the veterin- 
arion but coinciding with his own, he naturally adopts 
an apathetic attitude towards any Order issued by the 
Ministry. The more enlightened stock owner—there are 
many of them nowadays—treats the Ministry with con- 
tempt because, through long usage to parasitic nuisances 
in the shape of lay inspectors, he has to regard 


the Ministry of Agriculture otherwise. By sending such 
nonentities to advise him they have ceased to treat him 
with the respect he deserves, and have consequently lost 
his confidence in their efficiency. 

But as far as the profession is concerned the injustice 
does not end here. These men work alongside the vet- 
erinary inspectors and local veterinary inspectors of the 
Ministry, and consequently do a great deal of work 
which ought only to be reserved for and done by profes- 
sional men ; and the National Association of Veterinary 
Inspectors has an obvious duty to perform in urging the 
Ministry to remove these laymen from its veterinary 
branch. I am told by ex-members of the veterinary 
staff of the Ministry that even within recent years they 
were subjected to the most degrading treatment imagin- 
able, and relegated to such invidious positions in dealing 
with contagious diseases as could scarcely be imagined 
by anyone outside the government service. 

The Ministry of Agriculture is the leading employer of 
veterinary opinion in Great Britain to-day, and un- 
doubtedly holds a position of great importance and res- 

onsibility—not only towards the agriculturist of Britain 
but towards the world, and yet in the year 1920 it 
tolerates amongst its veterinary staff a considerable 
number of men who can only be termed “ quacks,” and 
who form part of a government service destined to con- 
trol the contagious and infectious diseases of animals in 
Britain. 

Much has been said and written during the past 
twelve months on the subject of unqualified assistants, 
and members of the profession who employed them have 
been belittled in no uncertain fashion ; but little does 
one wonder at private practitioners employing them 
when such a body as the vena A of Agriculture leads 
the way, not only by harbouring them at very remuner- 
ative salaries—salaries which are the envy of first-rate 
veterinarians, but also by sending them to meetings of 
agricultural bodies to give advice to stock-owners on 
contagious diseases. 

There is something radically wrong with the Govern- 
ment department which is so antiquated as this, and the 
mildest castigation one can offer is that it should imme- 
diately put its house in order by ridding their staff of a 
body of men who constitute a very serious obstacle to 
its efforts to eradicate and control disease. 

Yours etc., 


Sept. 20 Ap ALTIORA. 


SUPPOSED DEAFNESS IN A PIT PONY. 


On Thursday, 9th inst., [ saw a Bay collier cob, 14'2 
hands high, eight ay old, reported to have become 
suddenly deaf. he “ostler” states that the horse 
worked well until mid-day Monday, 6th inst. when the 
driver brought it out from the colliery workings because 
it would not answer to the usual calls. 

Examination—negative, except that temperature was 
just below 100°. Ears moved freely, and were carried 
naturally ; eyes normal, sinuses clear ; al of nostrils 
normal ; lips normal ; deglutition, pulse, respiration, and 
locomotion normal. 

Prior to 7th inst., when edge the horse would halt 
when spoken to, or turn either hand as requested, and 
likewise would “back” ; but now it continues progression 
until checked by the rein. 

Has anyone any suggestions to offer as to why the 
horse should be deaf ‘—Yours truly, 


“ STUDENT SEEING PRACTICE.” 
South Wales. 


Mr. Barry has been appointed as successor to the late 
Mr. Jordan as City Veterinarian for the City of Belfast 
and Superintendent in Chief of the Abattoir. 
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IS THE VETERINARY PROFESSION i nse of the investigation into sheep diseases which 
OVERCROWDED? _is being carried on at the college by Principal Gaiger. 


Dear Sir,—Those who glibly talk of the need of 
veterinary surgeons in this country can know little of | 
what one m:ght almost call the “under world” of the 


rofession. It would be interesting to know the num- | 
r of veterinary surgeons out of employment. How 
little the big men of the profession know of the small. | 
One has only to scan the advertisement columns of Zhe. 
Veterinary Record each week to note the few billets | 
offered, and the number of men seeking employment. | 
The Indian and Colonial appointments are not worth 
consideration, owing to the low salaries offered. The 
explanation of unemployment would appear to be in the 
fact that although the cost of living has gone up 120 
per cent, a veterinary surgeons fee cannot be raised | 
sufficiently to balance this, and he finds himself unable 
to my an assistant, as probably he did in pre-war 
days. There are a goodly number of veterinary surgeons 
who have served their country now almost “on the 
rocks.” Ifthe profession is not already overcrowded, it | 
soon will be.—Yours faithfully, 
“ SPHINX.” 


Glasgow Veterinary College. 


Intimation has now been received from the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland of the reply by the Secretary 
for Scotland to the dgputation from the governors of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, consisting of Sir Hugh 
Shaw Stewart, Bart., c.z., Prof. Glaister, Mr. Alexander 
Park, and Mr. Hugh Duncan, LL.B., the secretary, which 
was received by Mr. Munroat the Scottish Office on June 
15th, 1920. 

The Board has now been authorised by the Secretary 
for Scotland to give an assurance that the college will be 
maintained as a teaching institution. 

The Board has also been authorised to pay to the 
governors a grant sufficient to wipe out the deficit on the 
working of the college which accumulated during the war 

ears. 
‘ In addition to this grant intimation has been received 
by the governors of a grant from the Government, for 
the year ending March 31st, 1921, of £1250 towards the 


The governors have also obtained the sanction of the 
Board to the appointment of a whole-time Professor of 


Anatomy and to the payment of a war bonus to the 


members of the college staff as from April 1st, 1920.— 
The Glasgow Herald. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 

Craig, J. F., Dublin £1 1°20 
Lishman, T., Major, R.A.v.c. 
Thornton, F. J., Dorchester 220 

Millington, T.G, Ministry of 

Agriculture 1 1 0 

Previously reported 743 13 0 


£748 18 0 


OBITUARY. 


JoHN MALCOLM, F.R.C.V.8., Birmingham. 
F.H.A.8. 1878. Grad. Edin: Nov. 1879, Fellow, June 1886, 

The news of Mr. Malcolm’s death which occurred 
suddenly on Thursday, shortly before noon, will come as 
a sad surprise to his many friends. He was a healthy 
and active man, and was engaged in his professional 
work to the last. 

He was an Examiner for the Membership of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons from 1893 to 
1901: and for the Fellowship degree from 1901 to the 
present time. In 1919 he was president of the Section 
of Veterinary Inspectors at the Congress of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute. 

For years he had been prominently associated with 
the Midland Counties Veterinary Association as secre- 
tary, and during the war years as president, and in view 
of approaching retirement from his position of Chief 
Mera Inspector for the Corporation of Birming- 
ham, had only recently been elected Secretary to the 
National Veterinary Association, and would have very 
shortly taken over the duties of Editor of the Asso- 
ciation’s Journal. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


Tro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS, 


Rabi Foot- 
u6-! Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t | Parasitic Swine Fever. 
Cases Disease. Mange. Le 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- ont. | Ani. | Sheer] 
Period, breaks) mals, | Out- | Ani- |breaks| mals. Scab.}| Ont- | Slangh- 
Ss reaks) mals, ‘ breaks | tered. * 
A (a) (a) (d) | () (0) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Sept. 18] 3 5 6 . 16 27| 38 3 21° 5 
' 1919 2 8 3 1 7 1 2] 27] 36 45 27 
1918 1 2 1 1] 37] 58 4 12 11 
wees & 1917 4 4 1 1 23} 28 1 22 ll 
Total for 38 weeks, 1920 15 310t | 376 73 | 9575 10 17 | 3107 | 5169] 308] 1478 587 
Co ai 1919 [143 | 3] 145 | 191 28 | 1595 20 49 | 4125 | 8284] 224] 1663 750 
a. 1918 1 186 | 216 25 67 | 3553 | 6701 | 259] 1051 421 
1917 | 842. 390 20| 34] 1942 | 3719] 400] 1775 | 773 


t Owing to a printer's error, last week’s total for 37 weeks was given as 505. This should have been 305. 


(a Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 21, 1920 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


— 
= 


- 
i 
i 
| 
| | 
j 
| 
| 


154 


THE VETERINARY RECORD September 25, 1920 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
President : Mr. J. McKinna, ¥.B.0.v.s. 
Vice-Presidents: Mr. F. W. Garnett, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., J.P. 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, M.D., D.8e., 
Siordary and Registrar: Me, Foot Belek, 
ecre: a rar: 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 


President ; Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll , Edin. 
Sec: Mr. J. Malcolm, Birminzham, 
Assist. Sec: Mr. W. J. B. DeVine, F.n.c.v.8., M.C., 
Holliday Street Wharf, Birmingham 
Treas: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, ¥.n.0.v.8. (Acting Hon. Sec), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 


Northern Branch: 


Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. Noél Pillers, (F) 
71 Smithdown Lane, Liv 
Lanoasuineg V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A, W. Noel Pillers, r.2.0.v.s., 
Municipal Buildings, Dale Street, Liverpool 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. Spruell, m.n.¢.v.s., 
City Abattoir, Manchester 
Hon. Treas: Mr. i. H. Stent, m.n.c.v.s., Preston-st, Hulme 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Liverroot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. Heyes, ¥.8.0.v.s., Wigan 
Hon, See: Mr. A. Walker, ¥.2.c.v.s., Mill Lane, West Derby 
Pathological Sec: Mr. D.C. Matheson, F..0.v.s. 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Mrptanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Reginald Over, m.n.0.v.8., Rugby. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥F.2.0.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Hon. Treas, Mr. W. H. Brooke, m.R.0.v 8., 
, Stafford Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nort or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Elphick, .2.c.v.s., Corbridge-on-Tyne 


Hon. Sec T. T. Jack, m.n.0.v.8., 3 Elmwood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Norta Mipianp VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
Pres: Mr. R. Hudson, r.r.c.v.s., Retford 
Hon. Treas. : H. Thompson, m.n.c.v.s., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, ¥.2.c.v.s., Sheffield 


Norra Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. Hugh Williams, m.x.c.v.s., Ty Croes 
Aion. See. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lioyd, m.n.c.v.s., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September ' 


Sours Dunnam anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. M, Walker, ¥.n.0.v.8., Hartlepool 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas : Mr. F. H, Sanderson, m.8.0.v.8. 
Victoria Rcad, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deco. 


Yorxenire Vert. Association 
Pres. Mr. E. Sampson, .n.c.¥.s., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
Hon, See; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.z.0.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McoCarmick, ™.3.0.v.s., 
Kirkstall-road, Leeds 


Southern Branch: 


Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehal! Place, 8.W. 
Sec.: Mr. G. P. Male (r.), 250 Kings Road, Reading. 
V.8. 
Pres. Mr. J. Basil Buxton, r.n.c.v.s., 
Welcome Research Laboratories, Herne Hill, 8.E. 24, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.8.0.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in the month, except August, 
10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m, 


Eastern Countms V.M.A. 
Pres. Mr. M. Bray, m.n.0.v.s., Docking, Norfolk 
Hon Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, u.z.o.v.s., Norwich. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
anp District V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. A. D. Lalor, m.8.c.v.s., Sleaford. 
ton. See: Treas: Mr. Tom Hicks, m.n.c.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Roya. Counties V.M.A. 

Pres., Mr. W. T. D. Broad, m.R.c.v.s., Marlborough, Wilts 
Hon. See., Mr. P. J. Simpson, p.s.0., F.R.C.v.8., 
Shirley, Castle Hill, Maidenhead 
Hon. Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, m.r.o.v.s., Friar St., Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Soutsern Countizs V.S8. 
Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.n.c.v.s., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See: Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.x.0.v.s., Arandel. 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, «.z.0.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
South Eastern V.A. 
Pres. Mr. T. F. Hogben, m.n.c.v.s., Ash, Canterbury 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.n.c.v.s., 
3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. T. Harvey, m.n.o.v.s., St. Columb. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. P. Stablef rth, ¥.n.0.v.s., Honiton. 
Hon, Treas: Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.o.v.s., Bideford. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


Irish Branch: 
Pres. Mr. A. Watson, re Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Centra V,A. or IRELAND. 
Pres; Mr. B, P. J. Mahony, m.x.c.v.s., Maryboro’ 
Hon, Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, F B.0.v,8., Queen-st., Limerick 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.8.0.v.8., Midleton 
Connaveut V.M.A 
Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.n.0.v.s., Ballina 
Hon. Sec, & Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, u.n.c.v,s., Galway 
Vet. Mep. Assn. or IrELAND. 
Pres: Mr. W. H, Wilkinson, m.r.c.v.s , Dublin 
Gon, Sec: Prof. J. J. O'Connor, m.x.0.v.3., R.V. Coll. 
Hon, Treas: Prof. T, G. Browne, M.8.o.v.8., 
R.V.Coll., Dublin 
Norra or Iretanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.n.o.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. Alex, Monro, F.8.0.v.s., 
Portal Lospection Office, Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.x.c,v,s.,. Armagh 


THe VETERINARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION FOR IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, F.8.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGuinness, B.A., M.R.C.v.S., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treas: Mr. Hannan, 


Scottish Branch: 
Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 

Norts or Scottanp V.M.8. 
Pres: Mr. W. Brown, m.8.c.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec. d Treas : Mr. G. Howie, u.n,0.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 

Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royvat Scortisn V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.n.0.v.8., Auchtermuchty. 
Scortisa V.M.S. 
Mr. A. Gofton, ¥.R.¢.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.8,0.v.8., 

Public Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 

West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Prof. John R. McCall, m.n.c.v.s., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 
onService. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.x.c.v.s., 
; 19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 

Hon. Treas: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.8.0.¥.8., 
88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 


Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January 


